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“One cannot know where one is going, lest one knows where one comes from.” – Chi-banai 

“Bezhig gaawiin daa-kendiziin bezhig ezhaad, gnomaa bezhig kendaan maaba bezhig e-binjibaad.” –Chi-banai 

« On ne sait pas où on va, si on ne sait pas d'où on vient. » - Chi-banai 

 

The Nishnaabe-gkendaaswin Teg  
is a place of Indigenous knowledge. It is a gathering space of a higher learning, within an 

Anishnaabe worldview.   When the arbour is used for ceremony, appropriate protocols will be 

followed according to the cultural tradition of the person leading the ceremony. 

 
OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES: 
BOOKING 

1. The booking of the arbour is done by contacting Lynne Cyr in Financial Services (i.e. similar 

process as when reserving the Canisius Hall). 

2. The Department of Indigenous Studies has priority in booking the arbour. At the beginning 

of every semester, faculty members will notify Ms. Cyr in Financial Services if they intend to 

make use of the arbour during their class time. 

3. The designated booking person will notify the Facilities and Security Manager as necessary. 

4. All persons booking and utilizing the arbour, must abide by these operational procedures. 

SAFETY MEASURES 

1. Any incidents or accidents must be reported as per University policy. 

2. Absolutely no alcohol, drugs, fireworks or combustible material(s) allowed within the area. 

3. A fire extinguisher must be on-site while the fire is burning. 

4. Adequate supply of water is to be available on-site when a fire is burning. 

5. A Fire Keeper is to be present while the fire is burning. When the ceremony is complete, the 

Fire Keeper will remain and ensure no hot ashes or embers are left. The facilitator or 

person(s) hosting the event is responsible for providing their own fire keeper.  

6. No fire building material is to be left at the arbour while not in use. 

7. All fire material will be stored in a proper manner. 

8. The University of Sudbury and the department of Indigenous Studies reserve the right to 

deny any person or group the use or access to the items and arbour. 

9. Absolutely no smoking is permitted within the arbour other than ceremonial tobacco or 

medicinal usage. 

10. All fire code regulations of the Greater City of Sudbury by-laws and all applicable policies of 

the University of Sudbury are to be adhered to. Direct Link: 

https://www.greatersudbury.ca/live/emergency-services/fire-services/by-laws-

legislation-and-fees/ 

The University of Sudbury has the authority to close down any event that does not follow 

the above listed procedures. 
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